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A JOINT RESOLUTION

1 proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem
2 allowance for members of the legislature.

3 . BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

4 SECTION 1. That Article 1III, Section 24, of the Texas
5 Constitution be amended to read as follows:

6 Sec. 24. Members of the Legislature shall receive from the
7 Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per month.
8 Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef-~Fhirty-Deiiars-+¢£363]
9 for each day during each Regular and Special Session of the
10 Legislature equal to the per diem provided by law for state
11 officials generaliy when travelling on official business. No
12 Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one hundred and
13 forty (140) days.
14 In addition to the per diem the Members of each House shall
15 be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law for
16 employees of the State of Texas. [This-amendment-takes--effeet--en

17 Aprii-2235-39%5- ]

18 SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added
19 to the Texas Constitution:

20 TEMPORARY PROVISION: The constitutional amendment proposed
21 by ___J.R. No. | . 68th Legislature, Regular Session, 1983,
22 takes effect January 8, 1985. This provision expires when
23  executed.

24. SECTION 3. This proposed cohstitutional amendment shall be

68R1639 JSA-D 1




submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 6, 1984.
The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to give members of
the legislature the same per diem allowance as other state

officials."

68R1639 JSA~D 2
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By Watson, et al. H.J.R. No. 22
Substitute the following for H.J.R. No. 22:

By Ceverha C.S.H.J.R. No. 22

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem for
members of the legislature.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Article 1III, Section 24, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24. (a) Members of the Legislature shall receive from
the Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per
month. Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef--Thirty
Pettars-¢£363] for each day during each Regular and Special Session

of the Legislature. The per diem allowed during a calendar year is

in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of

January 1 of that vyear for federal income tax purposes as a

deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by

a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal 1law for

legislators residing near the capitol.

(b) No Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.
(c) In addition to the per diem the Members of each House

shall be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law

for employees of the State of Texas. [Fhis-amendment-takes--effeet
en--Ap¥+3--227---2975=] This amendment takes effect on January 8,
1985.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,




C.5.H.J.R. No. 22
1984. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
a per diem for members of the legislature egual to the maximum
daily amount allowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and

necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."
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- ~ A JOINT RESOLUTION

,//if///prpposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem
2 alibyance for members of the legislature.
3 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE O%\?HE STATE OF TEXAS:
4 ' SéCTION 1. That Article 1III, Secé%on 24, of the Texas
5 Constitution be amended to read as follows: \\\
6 Sec. 24. Members of the Legislature shall\receive from the
7 Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars Y§600) per month.
8 Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef—?hirt§;sei&ars-($39)]
9 for each day during each Regular and Special Seégion of the
10 Legislature equal to the per diem provided by law. for state
11 officials generaliy when travelling on official business. No
12 Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one hundred and
13 forty (140) days.
14 In addition to the per diem the Members of each House shall
15 be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law for
16 employees of the State of Texas. [Fhis-amendment-takes--effeet--en

17 Ap¥:1-227~-3975< ]

18 SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added
19 to the Texas Constitution:

20 TEMPORARY PROVISION: The constitutional amendment proposed
21 by __J.R. No. | . 68th Legislature, Regular Session, 1983,
22 takes effect January 8, 1985. This provision exXpires when
23  executed.

24 SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be

68R1639 JSA-D 1
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By Watson, et al. H.J.R. No. 22
Substitute the following for H.J.R. No. 22:

By Ceverha _ C.S.H.J.R. No. 22

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per. diem for
members of the legislature.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Article 1III, Section 24, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24. (a) Members of the Legislature shall receive from
the Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per
month. Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef--Fhir€y
PBetiars-¢6303) for each day during each Regular and Special Session

of the Legislature. The per diem allowed during a calendar vear is

in an amount egqual to the maximum daily amount allowed as of

January 1 of that yvear for federal income tax purposes as a

deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by

a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for

legislators residing near the capitol.

(b) No Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.
(c) In addition to the per diem the Members of each House

shall be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law

for employees of the State of Texas. [fhis-amendment-takes--effeek
en--Ap¥i+t--22---39756=-] This amendment takes effect on January 8,
1985.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,




C.S.H.J.R. No. 22
1984. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
a per diem for members of the legislature equal to the maximum
daily amount allowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and

necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."



COMMITTEE REPORT

“he Honorable Gib Lewis
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Sir:

We, your COMMITTEE ON STATE AFFAIRS, to whom was referred

AT 22

/}Zﬁ”/ 3

consideration and beg to report back with the recommendation that it

() do pass, without amendment.
{ ), do pass, with amendment(s).
(f

do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.

A fiscal note was requested. »/)yes ( )no
An author’s fiscal statement was requested. ( )yes ( V)no

An actuarial analysis was requested. { )yes | \/fno

(measure)

Trre-Committee recommends-that this-measure-be-placed-on-the- {L oeat)—or—-{Consent) —Calendar-

This measure  { /proposes Daw-law. Gt W*ﬂ _/'tLL CG-‘LW—Q;‘,

(spst—amends exigting law.

House Sponsor of Senate Measure

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:

>
<
m

NAY PNV

{date)

have had the same under

ABSENT

Laney, Ch,

&

Ceverha, V.C.

h

Millsap, C.B.O.

Bomer

Bush

Davis

Gilley

Green

Hill, P.

Horn

Keller

Pennington

Short

Smith, C.

NN NN NS

Stiles

Total
___L{___ aye

____/..___ nay

+ present, not voting
X . absent

|




C.S.H.J.R. 22 Committee on State Affairs

By: Ceverha
H.J.R. 22
By: Watson

BILL ANALYSIS

Background

The Texas Constitution currently sets the per diem of members of the
legislature at $30 per day for every day the legislature is in session.

Purpose and Synposis

This resolution proposes to amend Article III, Section 24, of the Texas
Constitution so that the per diem allowed members of the legislature
during a calendar year is in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount
allowed as of January 1 of that year for federal income tax purposes as
a deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred as a
state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for legisla-
tors residing near the capitol. Sets forth that this amendment takes
effect on January 8, 1985 and prescribes that this proposed amendment be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6, 1984.

Rulemaking Authority

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not delegate rulemaking
authority to a state officer, agency, department or institution.

Summary of Committee Action

Public notice was posted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the
House of Representatives and a public hearing was held on February 14, 1983.

The bill was referred to a subcommittee consisting of the following members:
Mr. Ceverha-Chairman, Mr. Gilley, and Mr. Smith. On April 11, 1983 the
measure was reported to the full committee with a complete substitute.

On April 25, 1983 the full committee voted to report H.J.R. 22 to the
House with a complete substitute and the recommendation that it do pass
by a record vote of 11 ayes and 1 nay.

Comparison of Original Bill to Substitute

1)  The original bill set the per diem at a figure equal to the per diem
provided by law for state officials when travelling on official
business. The substitute omits this language and sets the per diem
in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as a deduction
for federal income tax purposes for ordinary and necessary business
expenses.

2)  The original bill set forth in a temporary provision an effective
date of January 8, 1985. The substitute adds language setting forth
the same effective date but omits the temporary provision.

3)  The substitute omits the wording of the ballot in the original bill
and prescribes that the baliot be printed in accordance with the
Tanguage in Section 1 of the substitute.




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
May 2, 1983

Honorable James E. (Pete) Laney, Chair
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: Committee Substitute for
Austin, Texas House Joint Resolution No. 22
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on Committee Substitute for
House Joint Resolution No. 22 (proposing a constitutional amendment relating
to the per diem allowance for members of the legislature) this office has
determined the following:

The resolution proposes to change the per diem of legislators, while
in session, from $30 per day to an amount "equal to the maximum daily amount
allowed as of January of that year for federal income tax purposes as a
deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by a state
Tegislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for legislators residing
near the Capitol." This amount is presently $75 per day.

The cost associated with the proposed amendment would depend on the
number of days the legislature is in session during any year and the amount
established as being deductible for federal income taxes for that year.

The cost of publication of this resolution is $62,950.

‘ CQA'M/

im Oliver
Director

Source: LBB Staff: JO, HS, JH, PA




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE

February 14, 1983

Honorable Pete Laney, Chair
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: House Joint Resolution No. 22
Austin, Texas ' By: Watson/E. Barton
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Joint Resolution
No. 22 (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem allowance
for members of the legislature) this office has determined the following:

If the Legislature approves the proposed amendment for placement on
the ballot, a cost for publication would be incurred. The cost of publication
of resolutions, prior to election, has been included for the Secretary of
State in the General Appropriations Bill, as introduced. The funding would
cover the costs of publishing approximately nine amendment summaries. If
more than nine constitutional amendments are proposed by the Legislature,
it would be necessary to increase the general appropriation for advertising
each additional constitutional amendment by approximately $62,950.

The resolution proposes to change the per diem of legislators, while
in session, from $30 per day to an amount "equal to the per diem provided
by law for state officials generally when traveling on official business."

The General Appropriations Bill, as introduced, states that

"Judicial officers authorized by law and executive heads of state
agencies...shall be reimbursed for their actual meals, lodging and
airport parking fees (exclusive of expenses related to personally owned
automobiles and commercial transportation which shall be paid as
provided under other sections of this Article) when traveling on
official business either in or out of the State." (page V-42,

section 15.a.)

At present, legislators may receive actual expenses while on state
business during the interim. The present policy of the House is to limit
the amount to $60 per day, the maximum permitted state employees by the
General Appropriations Act. If that policy should be adopted for sessions,
under this proposed amendment, the amount would be $70 per day, as set
forth in the General Appropriations Bill, as introduced, and would be subject
to change with each appropriation bill enactment, or with a change in the
policy adopted by the House.

Because the additional cost associated with the proposed amendment
would depend upon future actions of the Legislature in the appropriations
act and in the policies adopted by the two houses, the dollar amount of
the increase in cost in each of the five years following enactment of the
amendment, and thereafter, cannot be ascertained for purposes of this fiscal

note.
[f«d//u-/

im 0liver
Director

Source: LBB Staff: JO, HS, JH, PA
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By Watsqn : H.J.R. No. 22

Substitute the following for H;J.R. No. 22:
. ‘ \

A JOINT RESOLUTION

C.S.H. J.R. No. 22

Proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem for

members of the legislature.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Artficle III, Section 24, of the Texas

Constltutlon be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24. (a) Members of the Legislature shall receive from

the Public. Treasury & salary of =Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per

_‘s-a—

month. Each member shall also recglve a per dlem [e£--Thirsy
Betiars-~ - {6363} for each day durlng each Regular and Spec1al Ses51on

of the Leglslature The per diem allowed during a calendar year is

January 1 of that vyear for federal income tax purposes as a

deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by

a_state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for

legislators"residing near the capitol.

(b) No Regqular Seesion shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.

(c) In addition to the per diem the Members' of each House

shall be entitled to mileage at the>same rate as prescribed by law

'in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of -

for employees of the State of Texas.-4[This-amendment-takes--effeet‘

er-Apri-23;-3975-] qyig amendment takes effect on January 8, 1985

SECTION 2. This . proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,

1984. The‘ ballot: shall be printed to provide for.voting for or

'68R2726 KLL-D -~ ‘ 1




1 égainst the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
2 ‘a per diem fof mémbers of the legislature equal to the maximuﬁ
3 daily amount allowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and
4 necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."

_\;é?
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By Watson, et al. H.J.R. No. 22

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem for
members of the legislature.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Article 1III, Section 24, of +the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24. (a) Memberé of the Legislature shall receive from
the Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per
month. Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef--FThirty
Petiars-(£363}] for each day during each Regular and‘Special.Session

of the Legislature. The per diem allowed during a calendar year is

in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of

January i of that vyear for federal income tax purposes as a

deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by

a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for

legislators residing near the capitol.

(b) No Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.

(c) In addition to the per diem the Members of each House
shall be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law

for employees of the State of Texas. This amendment takes effect

on January 8, 1985, [?his--amendment--takes-effeet-en-Apréi-227
3975- ]
SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,




H.J.R. No. 22

1984. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
a per diem for members of the legislature equal to the maximum

daily amdunt allowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and

necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
May 2, 1983

Honorable James E. (Pete) Laney, Chair
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: Committee Substitute for
Austin, Texas House Joint Resolution No. 22
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on Committee Substitute for
House Joint Resolution No. 22 (proposing a constitutional amendment relating
to the per diem allowance for members of the Tegislature) this office has
determined the following:

The resolution proposes to change the per diem of legislators, while
in session, from $30 per day to an amount "equal to the maximum daily amount
allowed as of January of that year for federal income tax purposes as a
deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by a state
legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for legislators residing
near the Capitol." This amount is presently $75 per day.

The cost associated with the proposed amendment would depend on the
number of days the legislature is in session during any year and the amount
established as being deductible for federal income taxes for that year.

The cost of publication of this resolution is $62,950.

, Caz'm/

im Oliver
Director

Source: LBB Staff: JO, HS, JH, PA




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE

February 14, 1983

Honorable Pete Laney, Chair
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: House Joint Resolution No. 22
Austin, Texas By: Watson/E. Barton
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Joint Resolution
No. 22 (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem allowance
for members of the legislature) this office has determined the following:

If the Legislature approves the proposed amendment for placement on
the ballot, a cost for publication would be incurred. The cost of publication
of resolutions, prior to election, has been included for the Secretary of
State in the General Appropriations Bill, as introduced. The funding would
cover the costs of publishing approximately nine amendment summaries. If
more than nine constitutional amendments are proposed by the Legislature,
it would be necessary to increase the general appropriation for advertising
each additional constitutional amendment by approximately $62,950.

The resolution proposes to change the per diem of legislators, while
in session, from $30 per day to an amount "equal to the per diem provided
by law for state officials generally when traveling on official business."

The General Appropriations Bill, as introduced, states that

"Judicial officers authorized by law and executive heads of state
agencies...shall be reimbursed for their actual meals, lodging and
airport parking fees (exclusive of expenses related to personally owned
automobiles and commercial transportation which shall be paid as
provided under other sections of this Article) when traveling on
official business either in or out of the State." (page V-42,

section 15.a.)

At present, legislators may receive actual expenses while on state
business during the interim. The present policy of the House is to limit
the amount to $60 per day, the maximum permitted state employees by the
General Appropriations Act. If that policy should be adopted for sessions,
under this proposed amendment, the amount would be $70 per day, as set
forth in the General Appropriations Bill, as introduced, and would be subject
to change with each appropriation bill enactment, or with a change in the
policy adopted by the House.

Because the additional cost associated with the proposed amendment
would depend upon future actions of the Legislature in the appropriations
act and in the policies adopted by the two houses, the dollar amount of
the increase in cost in each of the five years following enactment of the
amendment, and thereafter, cannot be ascertained for purposes of this fiscal

note.
[;hﬂ/./w/

im Oliver
Director

Source: LBB Staff: J0O, HS, JH, PA
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By Watson . H.J.R. No. 22
) s //,
Substitute. the following for H.J.R. No. 22 .

7

C/S.H. J.R. No.22 _

K ~JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relafing to the per diem for
members of the legislature
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
SECTION 1. That Artlcle III,’ Section 24, of the Texas‘
Constitution be amended to read as follows:
Sec. 24. (a) Members of £hé Legielature shall receive from
the Public Treasury a salary of Slx Hundred Dollars. ($600) per ”

month. Each member shall also recglve -a per diem [ef--Tharty

=

Bettars-{5363] for each day during each Regular and Spec1al Se551on

of the Legislature. The per diem allowed during a calendar year is

in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of-

January 1 of that vyear for federal income tax purposes as a

deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by

a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for

legislators residing near the capitol.

(b) 'No Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.

(c) In addition to the per diem the Membersl of each House
shall be entltled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law

for employees of the State of Texas. \\[Thas-amendment-takes-—effeet.

oR-Aprii-32;-3975) This amendment takes effect on Januarv 8, légg?\

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,

1984. ‘The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or

./ , Ve




<

\V)

against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
a per diem for members of the legislature equal to the maximum
daily amount allowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and

necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."

68R2726 KLL-D 2
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By: Watson, et al. (Senate Sponsor - Jones, Brooks) H.J.R. No. 22

(In the Senate - Received from the House May 10, 1983;
May 11, 1983, vread first time and referred to Committee on State
Affairs; May 19, 1983, reported favorably; May 19, 1983, sent to
printer.) :

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem for
members of the legislature.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That Article 1III, Section 24, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24. (a) Members of the Legislature shall receive from
the Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per
month. Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef-Thirty

Betiars-¢§36}] for each day during each Regular and Special Session
of the Legislature. The per diem allowed during a calendar year is
in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of
January 1 of that vyear for federal income tax purposes as a
deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by
a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for
legislators residing near the capitol.

(b) No Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.

(¢) In addition to the per diem the Members of each House
shall be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law
for employees of the State of Texas. This amendment takes effect
on January 8, 1985. [This—amendment--ﬁakes--effeet-—en—-Aprii--227
3975< ]

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,
1984. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
a per diem for members of the legislature equal to the maximum
daily amount allowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and
necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."

* k * k %

Austin, Texas
May 19, 1983

Hon. William P. Hobby
President of the Senate

Sir:

We, your Committee on State Affairs to which was referred H.J.R.
No. 22, have had the same under consideration, and I am instructed
to report it back to the Senate with the recommendation that it do
pass and be printed.

Farabee, Chairman




H.J.R. 22 by Watson (Jones and Brooks)

Proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem for members
of the legislature.

Background Information:

The Texas Constitution currently sets the per diem of members of the
legislature at $30 per day for every day the legislature is in session.

Purgose: :

This resolution proposes to amend Article III, Section 24, of the Texas
Constitution so that the per diem allowed members of the legislature during a
calendar year is in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of
January 1 of that year for federal income tax purposes as a deduction for
ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred as a state legislator,
disregarding any exception in federal law for legislators residing near the
capitol. This amount is presently $75.00 per day.

Section by Section Analysis:

SECTION 1: Amends Article III, Section 24, Texas Constitution by changing
the per diem of legislators, while in session, from $30 per day to an amount
"equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of January of that year for
federal income tax purposes as a deduction for ordinary and necessary business
expenses incurred by a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal
law for legislators residing near the Capitol."

This amendment takes effect on January 8, 1985.

SECTION 2: This proposed amendment is to be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 6, 1984.

SA006b/BAHJR22 1




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
May 2, 1983

Honorable James E. (Pete) Laney, Chair
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: Committee Substitute for
Austin, Texas House Joint Resolution No. 22
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on Committee Substitute for
House Joint Resolution No. 22 (proposing a constitutional amendment relating
to the per diem allowance for members of the legislature) this office has
determined the following: '

The resolution proposes to change the per diem of legislators, while
in session, from $30 per day to an amount "equal to the maximum daily amount
allowed as of January of that year for federal income tax purposes as a
deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by a state
legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for legislators residing
near the Capitol." This amount is presently $75 per day.

The cost associated with the proposed amendment would depend on the
number of days the legislature is in session during any year and the amount
established as being deductible for federal income taxes for that year.

The cost of publication of this resolution is $62,950.

o

im Oliver
Director

Source: LBB Staff: JO, HS, JH, PA
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE_

February 14, 1983

Honorable Pete Laney, Chair
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: House Joint Resolution No. 22
Austin, Texas By: Watson/E. Barton
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Joint Resolution
No. 22 (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem allowance
for members of the legislature) this office has determined the ‘following:

If the Legislature approves the proposed amendment for placement on
the ballot, a cost for publication would be incurred. The cost of publication
of resolutions, prior to election, has been included for the Secretary of
State in the General Appropriations Bill, as introduced. The funding would
cover the costs of publishing approximately nine amendment summaries. If
more than nine constitutional amendments are proposed by the Legislature,
it would be necessary to increase the general appropriation for advertising
each additional constitutional amendment by approximately $62,950.

The resolution proposes to change the per diem of legislators, while
in session, from $30 per day to an amount "equal to the per diem provided
by Taw for state officials generally when traveling on official business."

The General Appropriations Bill, as introduced, states that

"Judicial officers authorized by law and executive heads of state
agencies...shall be reimbursed for their actual meals, lodging and
airport parking fees (exclusive of expenses related to personally owned
automobiles and commercial transportation which shall be paid as
provided under other sections of this Article) when traveling on
official business either in or out of the State." (page V-42,

section 15.a.)

At present, legislators may receive actual expenses while on state
business during the interim. The present policy of the House is to limit
the amount to $60 per day, the maximum permitted state employees by the
General Appropriations Act. If that policy should be adopted for sessions,
under this proposed amendment, the amount would be $70 per day, as set
forth in the General Appropriations Bill, as introduced, and would be subject
to change with each appropriation bill enactment, or with a change in the
policy adopted by the House.

Because the additional cost associated with the proposed amendment
would depend upon future actions of the Legislature in the .appropriations
act and in the policies adopted by the two houses, the dollar amount of
the increase in cost in each of the five years following enactment of the
amendment, and thereafter, cannot be ascertained for purposes of this fiscal

note. .
Ln ﬂ//m/

im OTiver
Director

Source: LBB Staff: JO, HS, JH, PA
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ENROLLED

H.J.R. No. 22

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the per diem for
members of the legislature.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Article 1III, Section 24, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24. (a) Members of the Legislature shall receive from
the Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per
monﬁh. Each member shall also receive a per diem [ef=-=Fhirty

Betiars-¢£363] for each day during each Regular and Special Session

of the Legislature. The per diem allowed during a calendar year is

in an amount equal to the maximum daily amount allowed as of

January 1 of that vear for federal income tax purposes as a

deduction for ordinary and necessary business expenses incurred by

a state legislator, disregarding any exception in federal law for

legislators residing near the capitol.

(b) No Regular Session shall be of longer duration than one
hundred and forty (140) days.

(c) 1In addition to the per diem the Members of each House
shall be entitled to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law

for employees of the State of Texas. This amendment takes effect

on January 8, 1985. [fhis--amendment--takeg-effeet-on-Aprii~22+

31975- ]

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
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H.J.R. No. 22
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 6,
1984. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide
a per diem for members of the iegislature equal to the maximum
daily amount aliowed by federal law as a deduction for ordinary and

necessary business expenses incurred by a state legislator."




H.J.R. No. 22

President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 22 was passed by the House on May
9, 1983, by the following vote: Yeas 106, Nays 36, 1 present, not

voting.

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 22 was passed by the Senate on May

24, 1983, by the following vote: Yeas 27, Nays 4.

Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:
Date
Governor
RECEIVED:
Date

Secretary of State
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. Printed and distributed at

. Motion to reconsider and table the vote by which H.J.R.
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. Caption ordered amended to conform to body of resolution.

Motion to reconsider and table the vote by which H.J.R. was finally
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Reported favorably
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read first time.

Ordered not printed.
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Regular order of business suspended by
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To permit consideration, reading and passage, Senate and Constitutional Rules
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¢ o i e ~Trays.)




WAY 2 4 1983

MAY 24 1983
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23. Caption ordered amended to conform to body of bill.

24, Senate_and Constitutional 3-Day Rules suspended by vote of 4&_ yeas,

nays to place bill on third reading and final passage.

25. Read third time and passed by

OTHER ACTION: ﬂ Z ®

Secre'tary of the Senate

26. Returned to the House.

27. Received from the Senate ( bsti 0 )

. (Amendments)-
28. House {Concurred) {(Refused to Concur) in Senate (Substitute) by a (Non-Record
Vote) (Record Vote of yeas, nays, present,

not voting).

29. Conference Committee Ordered.

30. Conference Committee Report Adopted (Rejected) by a (Non-Record Vote) (Record
Vote of yeas, nays, and present, not voting).

31. Ordered Enrolied at i "
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